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Dear Sir: 

Please find, pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.98(a)(1), the enclosed Form PTO-1449 which 
contains a list of all patents, publications, or other items that have come to the attention of one or 
more of the individuals designated in 37 C.F.R. § 1.56(c). While no representation is made that 
any of these references may be "prior art" within the meaning of that term under 35 U.S.C. §§ 
102 or 103, the enclosed list of references is disclosed so as to fully comply with the duty of 
disclosure set forth in 37 C.F.R. § 1.56. 



Moreover, while no representation is made that a specific search of office files or patent 
office records has been conducted or that no better art exists, the undersigned attorney of record 
believes that the enclosed art is the closest to the claimed invention (taken in its entirety) of 
which the undersigned is presently aware, and no art which is closer to the claimed invention 
(taken in its entirety) has been knowingly withheld. 

In accordance with 37 C.F.R. § 1.98(a)(3), the following concise explanation of the 
relevance of each listed reference that is not in the English language £ind unaccompzinied by a 
translation into English is provided. The concise explanation for Japan Publication No. JP 
63182304 is provided in the English abstract of that publication. The concise explanation for 
Japan Publication No. JP 64018530 is provided in the English abstract of that publication. The 
concise explanation for Japan Publication No. JP 01185301 is provided in the English abstract of 
that publication. The concise explanation for Japan Publication No. JP 02006950 is provided in 
the English abstract of that publication. The concise explanation for Japan Publication No. JP 
02069502 is provided in the English abstract of that publication. The concise explanation for 
Japan Publication No. JP 06293801 is provided in the English abstract of that publication. The 
concise explanation for Japan Publication No. JP 09031104 is provided in the English abstract of 
that publication. The concise explanation for Japan Publication No. JP 02969431 is provided in 
the English abstract of that publication. The concise explanation for Poland Publication No. PL 
160897 is provided in the English abstract of the non-patent literature reference, DATABASE 
CHEMABS 'Online! Chemical Abstracts Service, Columbus, Ohio, US; retrieved from STN 
Database accession no. 123:172489 XP002236421 abstract & PL 160 897 A (INSTYTUT 
WLOKIEN CHEMICZNYCH) 30 April 1993. (1993-04-30). The concise explanation for Japan 
Publication No. JP 02969431 is provided in the English abstract of the non-patent literature 
reference, DATABASE WPI Section Ch, Week 199951 Derwent Publications Ltd., London, GB; 
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Class All, AN 1997-161509 XP002236424 & JP 02 969431 B (KITOSAN SHOKUHIN 
KOGYO KK), 2 November 1999 (1999-11-02) abstract. 

Related Cases 

This is to inform the Examiner that the following applications are related in content to the 
above-identified patent application: 



1 . Serial Number 1 1/563,507; 2007/0087415 

2. Serial Number 1 1/563,526; 2007/0129326 

3. Serial Number 1 1/563,532; 2007/0087997 

4. WO 03/057736 



Please credit any over payment or charge any additional fees to Deposit Account No. 23- 
3178 of the undersigned. 

Dated this 31" day of October, 2007. 

Respectfully submitted, 

/Fraser D. Rov. Reg.# 45666/ 
FRASER D. ROY 
Registration No.: 45,666 
Attorney for Applicant 
Customer No. 057360 
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